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Northside Food Pantry Advisors ensure 
sustainable health and food security for our 
neighbors by donating time, money, and goods.

COVID-19

Like every organization, the Northside Food Pantry drastically changed pantry operations in early March 
2020.  Thanks to the thoughtful preparation spearheaded by Pantry Coordinator Jana Thompson, there 
was no interruption in service.  Pantry operations shifted to a curbside system quickly, and with the help 
of a dedicated army of in-person and at-home volunteers, orders were fulfilled within one hour on 
pantry shopping days.  

What did change was the supply chain: we soon noticed that our donated produce would not be 
available in the same volume we needed.  We developed a relationship with Consumer’s Produce in the 
Strip District, and because of the generosity of donors, we were able to afford the $18,000 produce bill.  

Buying from Consumer’s Produce means that pantry families have been able to access the same quality 
produce that is available at supermarkets.  The pantry has become a reliable resource to our neighbors 
for healthy, store-quality produce.  Consistent availability allows families to plan, eat well, and improve 
their health in what was a stressful year for all of us. We are the only pantry in southwest PA that offers 
fresh produce on an unlimited, daily basis, with many of our neighbors returning two or three times a 
week for more fresh and frozen produce. 

The Northside Food Pantry and Northside Food Pantry Advisors changed in other ways during the 
COVID pandemic: curtailing volunteer opportunities and no longer accepting donations of food. Our 
curbside system requires us to have quantity, which is why we used more than $3,000 from our financial 
supporters to purchase nearly 2200 cans of chunky soup in the last quarter of 2020. Your financial 
donations allow us to wait until the soup is discounted and available in a very large quantity to 
accommodate our new distribution model. 

While we remain hopeful that the pantry will be able to safely re-open at some point in 2021 for in-
person shopping, we are most proud of being able to maintain choice throughout the pandemic.  No 
matter the circumstance, pantry families were able to place orders for the items they wanted to receive.



2020 Service

2020 brought numerous service challenges on not only a monthly but also daily basis.  From continually 
changing circumstances in the supply chain, to implementing improved safety systems, to construction 
outside the pantry doors, the Pantry Coordinator and volunteers continued to rise and conqueror these 
and many more 2020 challenges, again and again.  

The Pantry distributed 327 tons of food sourced from the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, with 
the heaviest hauls coming from meat and produce.  Additionally, another 27 tons of fresh fruit and 
vegetables from Consumer’s Produce gave a healthy supplement to the selection of food.  In total, more 
than 350 tons of food was distributed in the 2020 calendar year. 

Year of Greens

With limited exceptions, the 
Northside Food Pantry Advisors 
were able to purchase and offer 
customers unlimited access to 
frozen spinach throughout the year.  

Our goal was to provide this leafy 
green vegetable, a known fighter 
against heart disease, to pantry 
families. The recent University of 
Pittsburgh, “Pittsburgh’s Inequality 
Across Gender and Race” report 
outlined something the Northside 
Food Pantry Advisors had been 
seeing anecdotally: our in- need 
neighbors require consistent access 
to wholesome foods to lead healthy 
lives.

While COVID changed many things, 
it did not change access to the 
produce families were accustomed 
to seeing at the pantry, and we 
were grateful to be able to provide 
frozen spinach on a daily basis not 
only in 2020, but continuing forward 
into 2021.

Bags!

If you are on our Northside Food Pantry Advisors email list, you 
have surely been notified about our need for bags.  Our curbside 
ordering system requires stiffer bags to allow our fulfillment 
volunteers to more easily process orders, to permit the stacking 
of orders on our outdoor cart to put in customer trunks, and to 
provide an easier trip home for customers who travel on foot to 
the pantry.  

We have easily exceeded 15,000 bags donated in 2020.  While 
we cannot thank everyone who dropped off bags, we would like 
to note our organizational partners who provided volumes of 
bags at no cost to us:

AIDS Free Pittsburgh ∙ DICK's Sporting Goods  ∙ Dollar Bank via 
the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust ∙ First National Bank ∙ Giant Eagle ∙ 
Girl Scout Troop 16388 ∙ Highmark ∙ Pittsburgh Penguins ∙ 
Pittsburgh Steelers ∙ UPMC ∙ Walmart ∙ WOWS (Women of the 
War Streets)

The need for bags is ongoing.  If you have reusable cloth bags or 
the heavy plastic grocery bags (found at Aldi and Target 
delivery), please drop them off at Northside Common Ministries 
(1601 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15212).  

A special thank you to our partner, Giant Eagle, for also 
providing women’s hygiene products.  We are so grateful.



About

The Northside Food Pantry Advisors serve as a “friend of” organization for the Northside Food Pantry, 
which allows flexibility with the immediate purchase of items in need.  Our efforts are 100% volunteer and 
funds raised go towards the purchase of produce, dry goods, and household essentials, like toilet paper. 
Financial donations are fully tax-deductible. 

The following individuals were members of the 2020 Northside Food Pantry Advisors Executive 
Committee: Moira Regan Edmiston, Linda Ehrlich, Kimberly Giles, Rachael Heisler, Collyn O’Donnell, Cheri 
Pogue, Darlene Rushing, and Jana Thompson.  

Volunteers

We would not have survived this year without the dedication of volunteers. We asked a considerable 
amount from them in the throes of a global health pandemic: a recurring weekly commitment during the 
day or ongoing availability in-person. This limited the number of people exposed to one another and 
provided reliability to the pantry to avoid multiple trainings.  Volunteers:  You have been the true heroes 
of our efforts in 2020!  The people listed below volunteered their time in person or at home at some 
point during 2020:

Umar Ahmad, Eve Alden, Dominic Bananno, Sara Beck Sweeney, Pam Block, John Brucker, Christina 
Campbell,  Leslie Carothers, Nicole Chaudet, Sharon Cowden, Brock Dezi, Ross Ducal, Annie Durani, 
Ella Engberg, Kathy Genovese, Charlie Gish, Brittany Goldinger, John Gore, Stephanie Grimm, Corey 
Grone, Kaveri Guduru, Linda Hagan, Jeff Hall, K.C. Hall, Todd Hall, Latisha Harris, Brian Hatgelakas, 
John Hayden, John Hickman, Melissa Hoey, Jocelyn Horner, Jon Hurwitz, Andrew Jenkins, Larry Jones, 
Tim Jones, Drew Jowers, Joe Kalinoski, Tom Little, Sophia Lucente, Philip Lyle, Kyle Mahaney, Monique 
McCain, Shawn McIntyre, Sarah Miller, Marissa Morrison, Geraldine Muyango, Aadarsh Nalluri, Mary 
Olexsak, Paul Outon, Renee Piechocki, Frank Pogue, Keith Pritchett, Marirose Radelet, Sheila Rankin, 
Cathy Rescher, Trevor Roper, Heather Sanders, Steven Schriver, Ben Sgroi, Hafash Shahzad, Bea Simon, 
Brenda Simpson, Bessie Snyder, Mike Sparlin, Jill Standley, Rosanne Stead, Mike Stefowski, Ralph 
Strickler, Aarav Surapaneni, Sharon Sweeney, Ronald Swope, Barbara Talerico, Bruce Thompson, Leif 
Torgerson, Faith Triplett, Andrea Truckley, Jackson Walker, Wesley Walker, Greg Weinstein, Sereny
Welsby, Tanya Wendt, Elisabeth White, Alma Wisniewski, Findlay Zotter, & Lucia Zwicker-Jones.

Virtual Fundraisers

The Northside Food Pantry Advisors has benefitted from the annual commitment from neighborhood 
groups that are willing to spread awareness about our efforts.  Friendsgiving, an annual event co-hosted 
by Paul & Jessica Carson and Nicole & Phil Bujakowski, went on virtually this year raising nearly $10,000, 
four times what was raised in 2019.  Other neighbors, like Michelle Lynch and Chris Rapier, pulled together 
their own fundraisers.  Peggi Habets, a friend of the pantry and neighbor, donated the proceeds of an art 
sale.  Remarkably, neighbors and friends supported the pantry via virtual events in 2020 raising $13,169.50 
in total.  We look forward to joining you in person in 2021.



Thank you to our 2020 Northside Food Pantry Advisors Donors
Institutional Donors:
Allegheny Lodge 339 BPO Elks
AllScripts
Bright Funds
Calvary United Methodist Church
Central Outreach Wellness Center
Chemistry Communications
Confluence
Gillen Withers Lake LLC
Highmark Health
Johnson & Johnson
Junior League of Pittsburgh
Mistick Construction
Northside Pittsburgh Lions Club
Pittsburgh Foundation
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Individual Donors: 
Marie Abbondanza
Steven Adams
Basel Alghanem
Zandrea Ambrose*
Nancy Angerman
Lynsey Arch
Cari Armstrong
Thomas Armstrong
Sarah Arndt
Connie & Tod Aronson
Eileen & Rich Arthurs
Michael Audey
Aaron & Maggie Aupperlee
Andy Avila
Audre Azuolas
Lisa Bakowski
Emily Balawejder
Elizabeth Barbush
Fran Barbush
Todd Barr
Barbara Basile
Todd Baylis
Kirkley Beal
Michael Bellini
Charles Bering
Jason Bernard
Holly Best
Jessica Beu*
Gary Lefebvre & Darlene Bigler
Mallory Blonski
John Bolanos
Paul Boyagoda
Theresa Boyt
Carol Brenneisen
Suzanne Brophy
Noel Brown
Renee Brown
Becky Bruce
Erica Brusselars

Nicole & Phillip Bujakowski
Jenniffer Burke
Patrick Burke
Lauren Burns
Thomas Byrne
Lauren Cabral
Todd Caldwell
Emily Campbell
Ann & John Canning*
Tom Capkovic*
Susan Carlino
Leslie Carothers
Jessica & Paul Carson
Lisa Carver
Tracey Casperson
Mary Chalmers
Nicole Chaudet
Nancy Chubb
Mary Anne Clancy
Michael Clark
Deborah Clawson
Michael College
Timothy College
Julie Conners
Margaret Connor
Erin Copeland
Brad Cornman
Mary Coryea
Cathy Coudriet
Sharon Cowden*
Katherine Crawford
Douglas Croft
Justine Cunningham
Charles Cyphert
Tara Czekaj
Dick & Barb Daigneau
Ethelyn Daniel
Alexandra Davenport
Charlotte Dean
Kathleen Deis
David Dempsey
Terry Dempsey
Marilyn Detwiler
Patrick Dexter*
Hal Dixler*
Stephanie Dodds
Shagufta Doja
Kate Driscoll
Bess Dunlevy
Keyona Dunston
Jack Durrwachter
Moira Edmiston*
Chad Efaw
Linda Ehrlich*
Jeanne Emhoff
Marie Engberg*

John Engle
Kimberley Falk*
Navin Farooq
Margaret Felkay
Sophia Fen
Bill Fera
Susan Ferline
Shelly Ferris
Richard Fest
Andrew & Stef Fetzko
Phil Flaherty
Kate Flewelling
Timothy Foster
John Francona*
Scott Frantz
Katherine French*
Jacqueline Frost
Emily Gailey
Anne George
Lisa Giancola
Heidi Gibson
Joan Gielas
Kimberly Giles*
Megan Gilson
Dennis Ginther
Brittany Goldinger
Karen Gonzales*
Sharin Graham
Sally Graubarth
Barbara & Lester Gray
Jason Green
Leslie Green Guilbault
Galen Grimes
Gina Grone
Janet Gunter
Peggi Habets
Linda Hagen
Larry Hall*
Jennifer Halperin
Ashlea & Adin Hamilton
Christina Hampton
Marvett Hancock
Bushra Haq
Matthew Hardman
Hannah Hardy
Betty Harris
Cory Hart
Nicole Hartman
Georgianne Hartwell
Jessica Heathcote
Peggy Hedberg
Kathy Heisler
Rachael Heisler*
Carole Helvig
Ruth Hendricks
Kent Hensley*

Arlan Hess
Wendy & Robert 
Hickey
Julie & Matt Hicks*
Ashley Hileman
John Hillman*
Susan Hillman
E. Lee Hodsoll
Alison Hoff
Becky Hooman
Clare Horner
Jocelyn Horner*
Elizabeth Houck
Robert & Christine 
Houska
Jonathan Hurwitz
Joseph Iannotta*
Anthony Ieraci
Deborah Israel*
Kelly Iverson
Reyne Jablonski
Arthur James*
Jennifer James*
Bill Jamison
Sophie Jamrom
Deidra Jenkins
Judith Jerry
Patrick Johnston
Scott Johnstone
Diana Nelson Jones*
Jackie Jones
Marguerite P. Jones
Drew Jowers
Alison Kaelin
Leah Kaighn*
Brian Kaminski
Erin Guay & 
Douglas Kamper
Patrick Kane
Heather Keller
Brian Keller
Erin Kelly
Sue Kerr*
Emma & David Kieran
Jennifer Kilgore
Joan Kimmel*
Veronica King
Laurie Klanchar*
Beth Kocur
Heather Kopanoff
Lynn Kosegi
Pam Kresson
Jill Kriesky
Marie Krupinsky
Pamela Kuhns
Ginny Landis



Recurring Donors

Included in this list and noted by an asterisk are our 2020 recurring donors. By 
the end of 2020, we had 62 recurring monthly donors who were donating 
$2,789.75 per month. In total, our recurring donor program raised $26,351.10 
in 2020. This program has seen considerable growth in 2020, adding nearly 
20 new recurring donors and more than $10,000 additional dollars over 2019. 
Our efforts would not be possible without our monthly donors, who are the 
backbone of our giving efforts and allow for stability in income from month to 
month. Thank you.

Carol Schramke & 
Carson Lane
Shanelle Lane
Jim Lawrence
Lauren Levin
Yakira Levy
Martha Lilly*
Clinton Linder
Michael Lobick
Barry Lobingier
Lukas Loy
Jonathan Lusin
Michelle Lynch*
Jessica Manack
Joseph Mansfield
Randi Marshak*
Brittany Martin
Lauren Mazanowski*
Ellen Mazo*
Katsiaryna Mazurenka*
K. Joshua McElhattan
Elaine McFarland
Benjamin McFerren
Brian McGuire
Suzanne McHenry
Christine McKenna
Janis McKinney
Shea McKinney
Gillian McTiernan
Deirdre Menchaca*
Sally & Richard Mennen
Linda Merriman
Tiffany & Matt Merriman-
Preston
Maggie Meskey
Lari Meyer
Jerry & Lynn Miklos
Michael Mikula
Robert Miles
Zakaria Miller
Liz Mitchel
Byron Moninger
Gwendolyn Moorer*
Hans Moravec
Amber Morgan*
Heather Morgan

Rebecca Morris 
Lindsey Morrow
Scott Mosser 
Greg Mucha
Khrys Myrddin
Darylin Nagy*
Sara Nasir
Cindy Nichols
Steve Northrop
Sara Novelly
Carol Nuttle
Tim Nuttle
Collyn & Jameson 
O'Donnell*
Neil O'Donnell
Betsy O'Neill*
Maggie Oates
Rebecca Obley
Sarah Olexsak
Stephanie Olszewski
Mishaal Paniwala
William Parker
Sara Parr
Kristen Pauli
Faye Pedersen
Arthur Perkins
Leroy Pfennigwerth
Douglas Philips
Renee Piechocki
Brian Pieninck
Heidi Pilewski
Nancy Pitts
Gloria & Dennis Podrasky
Elizabeth Pollock-Avery
Marian Porac*
William Pricener
Timothy & Deborah Proctor
Holly Pultz
Maggie Qualters
Pamela Rall-Johnston
Michael Rapach
Chris Rapier
Sonia Reed
Alice Regan
James Reilly
Kayla Reiman

Wilbert Rethage
Dana Richter
Robert Riefle
Kelly Rieger
Anna Roberts*
Rachel Romano
Stephanie Rose
Melissa Ross
Darlene & 
Derwin Rushing*
Shirley Salmeron
Mark Sanders
Sophia Sanders
Mary Sanger
Katy Sawyer
Cory & John 
Schaffranek*
Lauren Schapker
Michael Schilling
Catherine Schirf
Gwendolyn Schmidt
Elizabeth Schongar
Sandra Schott
Stephen Schrom*
Lisa Schroth
Mitchell Schwartz
Catherine Serventi
Benjamin Sgroi*
Susan Shaffer
Natalie Shamitko
Florence Shaner
Cynthia Shea
Michael Sheleheda*
Danelle Sherer
Bobi Shields-
Farrelly*
Doris Short
Brenda Simpson
Erica Sipos
Allan Slider
Molly Small
Nancy Small*
Kelly Smith
Paul Smith
Kimberly Snyder
David Solosko*

Dustin Sorge 
Gary Sorock
Rebecca Spevack* 
David Springer*
Nick & Jean Steele
Susan Steen*
Elizabeth Stenger
Sarah Stoessel Heres
Heather Stone Fletcher
Randy Strothman*
Peter Su
Sara & Chris Sweeney*
Barbara Talerico*
Jacki Temple
Brian Teyssier
Sagar Thakur
Jana Thompson*
Del Treese
Christin Trembulak
Victoria Trimble
Celia Trout
Chaton Turner
Linda Ulrich*
Christina Uplinger
Edward Venator*
Susan Vilushis
Katherine & Budd Wagner
Stephen Walkauskas
Michelle Walker
S. James Wallace
Peggy Wang
Leslie Ward*
Joanna Warhold
Justin Weaver
Lynne Weber*
Sereny Welsby
Zachary Weston
Katherine Whelan
Rebecca White
Debra Whittam*
Heather & Ryan Williams
Robert Wilson
Laura Winter*
Dan Wintermantel*
Alma Wisniewski
Thomas Withers
Michelena Wolf
R. Craig Worl
Jody Wozar-Larkin
Nancy Yarris
Susan Yohe
Tokuko Yoneya
Penny Zacharias
Eileen Zankey
Barbara Kelly & Al Zanon*
Tara Zeigler
Carol Zionce
Findlay Zotter


